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petroleum industries, independent research organizations, and univer-
sities. A copy of the letter is on the following page, followed by a
summary of the comments received.

There was no unanimity on whether "less refined" fuels from coal
and oil shale should be investigated for use with current and future
engines.  Some believed that efforts should be directed toward producing
fuels that are essentially identical to the gasolines and diesel fuels
in use today.  Others thought there was considerable merit in trying to
use less refined fuels and that broad-boiling-range fuels should be in-
vestigated for use in stratified-charge engines, Stirling engines, and
gas turbines. The fuel properties of greatest concern were the sulfur,
nitrogen, and aromatics contents.

Many of the respondents believe that spark-ignition and diesel en-
gines will continue as the major automotive power plants through the end
of the century, with their fuel needs dictating the kinds of oil-shale-
and coal-derived fuels that might be used.  They also believe that engines
with less stringent fuel requirements (e.g., the Stirling engine and gas
turbine) will not see much use prior to the 1990s.